Do chemokines spark autoimmunity in juvenile and adult rheumatic disease?
The recent increase in knowledge on chemokines contributes substantially to the understanding of autoimmune inflammatory diseases, as cell migration is an essential prerequisite for the local immune reaction. The purpose of this review is to summarize the essential functions of chemokines in immune activation and to examine their role(s) in the initiation and perpetuation of autoimmunity in juvenile idiopathic arthritis and adult rheumatic disease. The possible relevance of chemokines as therapeutical targets will be discussed.